
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Quality Assurance Summary  
 
This summary provides an overview of  how an course is meeting our standards for medical 
education and training as detailed in Standards for the delivery of PA and AA pre-qualification 
education. It provides an overview of the QA activities undertaken over the course of a year and an 
overview of findings including any areas of notable practice or requirements and recommendations 
we have set. The summary is published. 

 

Course Sheffield Hallam University 

Review period April 2025 – April 2026 (Year 3 of cycle) 

 
Overview of findings 

Overall findings statement 

From the SAQ submission, and the clarification of some points during the SAQ meeting, we 
consider that Sheffield Hallam University is meeting the standards set out in the GMC’s Standards 
for the delivery of PA and AA pre-qualification education.  

The QA activities that we have carried out in this annual cycle have provided good opportunities 
to observe how Sheffield Hallam University meets our standards in Theme 1: Learning 
environment and culture, Theme 2: Educational governance and leadership, Theme 3: Supporting 
learners, and Theme 5: Developing and implementing curricula and assessments. 

 

Quality Activity undertaken 

 Activity Date Summary 

1 SAQ submission 30 April 2025 The SAQ was submitted on time and covered all five 
themes of Standards for the delivery of PA and AA pre-
qualification education. The submission included a list 

https://www.gmc-uk.org/-/media/documents/dc23318-pol-w-standards-for-the-delivery-of-pa-and-aa-pre-qualification-education_pdf-109124177.pdf
https://www.gmc-uk.org/-/media/documents/dc23318-pol-w-standards-for-the-delivery-of-pa-and-aa-pre-qualification-education_pdf-109124177.pdf
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of planned Sheffield Hallam University activities that 
we could observe for quality assurance purposes.  

We are satisfied that where further information and/or 
clarification is still required that this can be provided in 
the next SAQ submission. 

2 SAQ feedback meeting 10 July 2025 This meeting was held to provide feedback to Sheffield 
Hallam University on its [2025/26] SAQ submission, and 
to seek clarification and additional information on the 
submission where required. 

We also discussed potential QA activities we could 
undertake in this annual cycle. These activities were 
selected to improve our understanding of Sheffield 
Hallam University processes.  

Following this meeting, Sheffield Hallam University was 
provided with written feedback on the SAQ submission.  

4 GMC led student 
question and answer 
(Q&A) session 

17 December 
2025 

This was an in-person quality activity to Sheffield 
Hallam University to explore their PA course. The visit 
involved meeting with Year 2 students. 

The meetings were attended by a GMC visit team, 
made up of two Education Quality Analysts and an 
Education Quality Assurance Programme Manager. 
 

Areas to explore in the meetings were identified 
following the analysis of a GMC self-assessment 
questionnaire (SAQ) submitted by the university, a 
subsequent SAQ feedback meeting. 

We met with six Year 2 students, the meeting began 
with welcomes and introductions, and we provided an 
overview of why we were undertaking this session. 

Active participation and open discussions were 
encouraged throughout the meeting. 

Conditions 

The legislation for the regulation of PAs and AAs allow us to attach conditions on approval when 
most of our standards are being met, but some areas require further assurance. For all courses 
approved with conditions, the conditions are linked to the mapping of the course syllabus against 
the PA and AA shared learning outcomes. We agreed a targeted action plan for each course. 
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Activity Date Summary 

Conditions  Closed on 4 
December 
2025 

Sheffield Hallam University had five conditions, linked 
to the mapping of the course syllabus all of which were 
resolved following updates from Sheffield Hallam 
University in the 2025/26 cycle. 

 

Recommendations  

The legislation for the regulation of PAs and AAs allowed us to attach conditions on approval when 
most of our standards are being met, but some areas require further assurance. For all courses 
approved with conditions, the conditions are linked to the mapping of the course syllabus against 
the PA and AA shared learning outcomes. We agreed a targeted action plan for each course. 

Activity Date Summary 

Recommendations   Closed on 4 
December 
2025 

Sheffield Hallam University had four recommendations, 
linked to the mapping of the course syllabus all of 
which were resolved following updates from Sheffield 
Hallam University in the 2025/26 cycle. 

 

 

Next steps 

The GMC’s responses to the information submitted in the SAQ gives feedback on each theme to 
help Sheffield Hallam University complete the updates to the questionnaire in the next annual 
cycle. These include:  

Theme two – Educational Governance and leadership  

EGL1-02: updates on the development of the course level risk register. 

EGL2-02: if available an update on engagement with NHSE/the body that replaces it. 

EGL2-04: updates on the course redevelopment. 

EGL3-02: any update on themes or trends identified from the Blackboard Ultra analysis.   
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Course’s response 
The course has the right to reply to the AQAS; if they have responded it will be included below. 

Course’s response 
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