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21 November 2024
Jane Carey
Director of Corporate Services
Professional Standards Authority
By email


Dear Jane
Re: PSA’s fees consultation paper and draft 2025/26 Business Plan 

Thank you for inviting our comment on the Authority’s proposals and fees for 2025/2026. Our response is set out below.
Question 1: Do you think that our proposals for our work in 2025/26 are reasonable? 

Yes, the Authority’s proposed work programme in 2025/26 appears reasonable. We do have one minor query regarding your reserves - within the table at paragraph 3.25 of the consultation annex, it appears as though PSA are holding more reserves than is stated in the policy. We suspect this is because the cash reserves have not been separated out here, and if so, you may wish to consider splitting this out for clarity.  

Question 2: Are you aware of any legislative changes for example Section 60 orders you are proposing that will impact on the Authority in 2025/26? 

Regulation of Physician Associates and Anaesthesia Associates will begin on 13 December 2024, and from 16 December we will start registering these professions. In 2025 we will continue to push for wider reforms and are currently in discussions with the Department of Health and Social Care for an agreed timetable for this work.
Question 3: Do you think that our assumptions regarding the number of Section 29 cases we will receive are reasonable? Can you provide us with estimates of the number of cases you will conclude during the year ahead? 

We estimate that we will conclude 200 MPT hearings during the financial year 2025/26.
With regards to whether we think the assumptions around the number of fitness to practise cases and case reviews are reasonable, it is not possible for us to confirm without seeing a breakdown for how the 2,500 figure was reached.

Question 4: Do you think that our assumptions regarding the recovery of costs are reasonable? 

Assumptions around recovery cost appear reasonable. In reference to the increase in Section 29 volumes, and associated cost, we would be interested to know whether you have identified any further opportunities to reduce costs.

[bookmark: _Hlk183080800]Question 5: Do you agree with our proposed budget? 

Yes, we think that overall the proposed budget is reasonable, however we are aware of the recent government announcement that Employer National Insurance (NI) contributions are due to rise from 13.8% to 15% from April 2025. Will the NI increase impact on your fee proposal for 2025/26?

We note the significant increase in Section 29 costs and requirement for performance monitoring that has led to an increase in the overall budget.

Yours sincerely
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Judith Chrystie
Assistant Director – Strategy, Planning and Inclusion
Email: Judith.Chrystie@gmc-uk.org
The GMC is a charity registered in
England and Wales (1089278)
and Scotland (SC037750).
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