
 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Quality Assurance Summary  
 
This summary provides an overview of  how an course is meeting our standards for medical 
education and training as detailed in Standards for the delivery of PA and AA pre-qualification 
education. It provides an overview of the QA activities undertaken over the course of a year and an 
overview of findings including any areas of notable practice or requirements and recommendations 
we have set. The summary is published. 

 

Course University of Leeds Physician Associate (PA) Course 

Review period May 2025 – April 2026 (Year 3 of cycle) 

 
Overview of findings 

Overall findings statement 

From the SAQ submission, and the clarification of some points during the SAQ meeting, we 
consider that the University of Leeds Physician Associate Course (Leeds PA course) is meeting the 
standards set out in the GMC’s Standards for the delivery of PA and AA pre-qualification 
education.  

The QA activities that we have carried out in this annual cycle have provided good opportunities 
to observe how the University of Leeds PA course meets our standards in themes 1 (Learning 
environment and culture), theme 2 (educational governance and leadership), theme 3 (supporting 
learners) and theme 5 (developing and implementing curricula and assessments). 

 

 

 

https://www.gmc-uk.org/-/media/documents/dc23318-pol-w-standards-for-the-delivery-of-pa-and-aa-pre-qualification-education_pdf-109124177.pdf
https://www.gmc-uk.org/-/media/documents/dc23318-pol-w-standards-for-the-delivery-of-pa-and-aa-pre-qualification-education_pdf-109124177.pdf
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Quality Activity undertaken 

 Activity Date Summary 

1 SAQ submission 31 May 2025 The SAQ was submitted on time and covered all five 
themes of Standards for the delivery of PA and AA pre-
qualification education.  

We are satisfied that where further information and/or 
clarification is still required that this can be provided in 
the next SAQ submission. 

2 SAQ feedback meeting 9 July 2025 This meeting was held to provide feedback to Leeds PA 
course on its 2024/2025 SAQ submission, and to seek 
clarification and additional information on the 
submission where required. 

We did not identify areas of risk during the SAQ 
meeting.  

Following this meeting, Leeds PA course was provided 
with written feedback on the SAQ submission.  

4 Student question and 
answer (Q&A) 
meeting 

22/10/2025 As part of our proactive quality assurance, we held an 
in-person student Q&A meeting at the University of 
Leeds.  In attendance for the GMC was an Education 
Quality Assurance Manager, two Education Quality 
Analysts and a GMC Associate (a practising PA). 

We met six students from Year 2 of the course (out of a 
cohort of 15). 

Our questions covered the following topics: Induction; 
feedback; educational governance; raising concerns; 
student support; supervision; curriculum and 
placements; teaching and assessment. 

We were very pleased that the feedback provided by 
the University of Leeds PA students was 
overwhelmingly positive.   

Students praised the strongly supportive environment 
throughout the entire course and the regular contact 
they have with their approachable personal tutors.  
Students were also very happy with the communication 
from the university, including the timely provision of 
timetables and updates relating to any changes. The 
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students spoke positively about their placements, 
including facilities, supervision and equity of experience 
and opportunities.  It was encouraging to hear the 
many ways in which feedback is regularly obtained 
throughout the course, and that the students feel they 
are listened to. Academic feedback is provided (from 
peers, supervisors and from placements) which the 
students find valuable, particularly individual feedback. 

Learning outcomes are made very clear and there is a 
focus on independent learning.  This can initially feel 
quite overwhelming but the benefits can be felt at the 
end of the first year of the course. Some students felt 
that more guided, active teaching would be helpful in 
understanding the depth of knowledge required.   

Regarding assessment, it was felt that there was a 
disparity between summative and formative 
assessment, and a longer formative assessment would 
be better in helping students to prepare for their 
exams. 

Following our meeting with the students, we met with 
the course providers to discuss the main themes arising 
and to give them the opportunity to provide any 
comments.  We raised some areas for further 
consideration with the course providers (regarding 
differences between formative and summative 
assessment and uncertainty about the depth of 
knowledge required).  They were already aware of 
these issues and consideration will be given into how 
further improvements can be made.  

Following our meeting with both the students and the 
course providers, we were happy to conclude that the 
standards expected of organisations who deliver PA 
education and training are being met in an 
environment which meets learners' needs. 
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Requirements  

We set requirements where we have found that our standards are not being met. We are pleased 
to say there are no open requirements for Leeds PA course. 

Recommendations 

We set recommendations where we have found areas for improvement related to our standards. 
They highlight areas a course should address to improve, in line with best practice. We are pleased 
to say there are no open recommendations for Leeds PA course.  

 

Next steps 

The GMC’s responses to the information submitted in the SAQ gives feedback on each theme to 
help Leeds PA course complete the updates to the questionnaire in the next annual cycle. These 
include:  

Theme 1 

LEC1-05 PAs - Thank you for the update on the use of AI for simulated consultations. In the next 
SAQ please provide an update on how this is being embedded into the curriculum, and any 
evaluation that has been undertaken.  

LEC1-07 PAs - In the next SAQ submission please provide further detail on how the new "Meet and 
Teach" space and Health Sciences library has been evaluated, or any feedback that has been 
collected on these. 

 Theme 3  

EGL3-02 PAs - Please provide an update about the work being undertaken by a student success 
lead, who is looking at attainment gaps. 

 Theme 4  

SUE1-02 PAs - In the next SAQ submission please provide an update on the development and 
implementation of the online suite of modules to support clinical educators.  
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Course’s response 
The course has the right to reply to the AQAS; if they have responded it will be included below. 

Course’s response 
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