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This summary provides an overview of how an course is meeting our standards for medical
education and training as detailed in Standards for the delivery of PA and AA pre-qualification
education. It provides an overview of the QA activities undertaken over the course of a year and an
overview of findings including any areas of notable practice or requirements and recommendations
we have set. The summary is published.

Brighton and Sussex Medical School (BSMS) Physician Associate
(PA) Course

Review period June 2025 — May 2026 (Year 3 of cycle)

Overview of findings

Overall findings statement

From the SAQ submission, and the clarification of some points during the SAQ meeting, we consider
that the Brighton and Sussex Medical School (BSMS) Physician Associate (PA) Course is meeting the
standards set out in the GMC’s Standards for the delivery of PA and AA pre-qualification education.

Course

The QA activities that we have carried out in this annual cycle have provided good opportunities to
observe how the Brighton and Sussex Medical School PA Course meets our standards in themes 1
(Learning environment and culture), theme 2 (educational governance and leadership), theme 3
(supporting learners), theme 4 (supporting educators) and theme 5 (developing and implementing
curricula and assessments).

Quality Activity undertaken

Activity Date Summary

1 SAQ submission 30 June 2025 The SAQ was submitted on time and covered all
five themes of Standards for the delivery of PA and
AA pre-qualification education.
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We are satisfied that where further information
and clarification is still required that this can be
provided in the next SAQ submission.

2 SAQ feedback meeting

09 December
2025

This meeting was held to provide feedback to the
BSMS PA Course on its 2025/26 SAQ submission,
and to seek clarification and additional
information on the submission where required.

We did not identify areas of risk during the SAQ
meeting. Following this meeting, BSMS PA course
was provided with written feedback on the SAQ
submission.

Student Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQ)
Document

22 January
2026

The document reflected a proportionate approach
taken in response to the planned closure of the
BSMS PA Course.

It provided a set of frequently asked questions
(FAQs) for students enrolled on the course,
offering reassurance and clarity on the role of the
GMC, the ongoing quality assurance of the
programme, and what the closure means for
current students and graduates.

The information outlined key points relating to
continued oversight, eligibility to sit the Physician
Associate  Registration Assessment (PARA),
registration with the GMC, and the long-term
recognition of qualifications.

It also confirmed that the decision to close the
programme was not linked to concerns about its
quality, and that students would continue to be
supported through to graduation and beyond.

There was also an opportunity for students to
meet with the GMC following the FAQ document;
however, it was felt that this was not needed at
this stage.
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Requirements

We set requirements where we have found that our standards are not being met. We are pleased
to say there are no open requirements for BSMS PA course.

Recommendations

We set recommendations where we have found areas for improvement related to our standards.
They highlight areas a course should address to improve, in line with best practice. We are pleased
to say there are no open recommendations for BSMS PA course.

The course provider has informed the regulator of its intention to discontinue the programme once
the final cohort of students graduates in July 2026. Therefore, no further monitoring will be
undertaken after this point but we will ensure that educational standards and support arrangements
are maintained throughout the teach-out period.

Course’s response

The course has the right to reply to the AQAS; if they have responded it will be included below.

Course’s response

BSMS PA Programme has found the PQA process to be positive and supportive. It has been a
pleasure to work with the GMC to ensure quality provision for our PA students.
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