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Annual Quality Assurance Summary

This summary provides an overview of how an course is meeting our standards for medical
education and training as detailed in Standards for the delivery of PA and AA pre-qualification
education. It provides an overview of the QA activities undertaken over the course of a year and an

overview of findings including any areas of notable practice or requirements and recommendations
we have set. The summary is published.

Course University of Aberdeen PA course

Review period March 2025— March 2026 (Year 3 of cycle)

Overview of findings

Overall findings statement

From the SAQ submission, and the clarification of some points during the SAQ meeting, we
consider that University of Aberdeen is meeting the standards set out in the GMC’s Standards for
the delivery of PA and AA pre-qualification education.

The QA activities that we have carried out in this annual cycle have provided good opportunities
to observe how University of Aberdeen meets our standards in themes one (Learning
environment and culture), two (Educational governance and leadership), three (Supporting
learners) and five (Developing and implementing curricula and assessments).

We set requirements and recommendations where our standards are not being met and during
this cycle we set one recommendation (see details below).
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Quality Activity undertaken

Activity

1 SAQ submission

Date

March 2025

Summary

The SAQ was submitted on time and covered all five
themes of Standards for the delivery of PA and AA pre-
qualification education.

We are satisfied that where further information and/or
clarification is still required that this can be provided in
the next SAQ submission.

2 SAQ feedback meeting

June 2025

This meeting was held to provide feedback to
University of Aberdeen on its 2025/26 SAQ submission,
and to seek clarification and additional information on
the submission where required.

We also discussed potential QA activities we could
undertake in this annual cycle. These activities were
selected to improve our understanding of University of
Aberdeen processes and triangulate what we learned in
the SAQ.

We did not identify areas of risk during the SAQ
meeting.

Following this meeting, University of Aberdeen was
provided with written feedback on the SAQ submission.

4 Student Q&A

November
2025

This activity was listed on the SAQ by the University of
Aberdeen against four themes of the GMC'’s Standards
for the delivery of physician associate and anaesthesia
associate pre-qualification education.

This was an in-person visit to University of Aberdeen to
explore their PA programme with two cohorts of
students. The Q&A sessions with the students lasted
around one hour each and we had approximately 25
students that attended.

The student Q&A was led by a GMC visit team, made
up of an Education Quality Analyst and an Educational
Quality Assurance Programme Manager. We created a
question set to structure the meeting. The questions
covered the following themes:

Theme one: Learning environment and culture
Induction
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Multi-professional learning
Facilities
Teaching
Assessment
® Curriculum, Supervision and Placements
Theme two: Educational governance and leadership
©® Raising concerns
® Educational governance
Theme three: Supporting learners
©® Support
Theme five: Developing and implementing curricula
and assessments
® Curriculum
© Assessments

The students were informed about confidentiality and
our raising concerns process. Active participation was
encouraged. After the meeting we gave a brief
overview of the feedback to the Programme Team.

A recommendation was set as a result of this activity
regarding ensuring that all placement providers are
aware of the scope of practice for PA students,
however due to the work that was undertaken in this
area as a result, this recommendation has since been
closed.

Quality Reporting System (QRS)

We use the QRS to monitor concerns raised by course when they identify that our standards are
not being met in an education and training environment. Concerns are managed locally by the
responsible course until resolution.

Activity Summary
Quality Reporting Ongoing University of Aberdeen have one open item on the
System (QRS) QRS.

The GMC’s responses to the information submitted in the SAQ gives feedback on each response to
support University of Aberdeen in their completion of the next SAQ submission which is due March
2026.
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University of Aberdeen’s next submission should include the following updates:

Theme one — The improved feedback that is provided after the formative SBAs and whether there
is student feedback from this (LEC1-05)

Theme two — An update on the MoU with NHS Lothian (EGL2-06)

Theme four — Clarification on the inclusion of ANPs and clarification on if the designated deputies
are also consultants or general practioners in primary care. (SUE1-01) and clarification on
attendance at the NHS Grampian/University of Aberdeen Liaison group and how issues including
time in job plans are fed back and discussed (SUE1-03).
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Course’s response
The course has the right to reply to the AQAS; if they have responded it will be included below.

Course’s response

The MSc in PA Studies programme thanks the GMC team for their support of our programme and
students. Our interactions with the GMC team have always been collaborative and supportive. We
thank the GMC team for their feedback.
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