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Students’ guide to the MLA: what is the MLA? 
What is the MLA?
[bookmark: _Hlk81296949]At the General Medical Council, we set the standards for medical education and training, and we decide who is safe to work as a doctor, in the UK.
We’re introducing the Medical licensing assessment, or the MLA, to help us make sure that doctors new to UK healthcare have the essential knowledge, skills and behaviours needed for safe practice.
The MLA will be a two-part exam taken by every student at a UK medical school.
And it will replace the exam, known as PLAB, currently taken by doctors who qualified abroad and want to practice here. 
As such, the MLA will set a common threshold for safe medical practice in the UK. 
When will I take the MLA?
If you’re set to graduate from a UK medical school in the academic year 2024-25 and onwards, you’ll take the MLA with your final exams. 
When you apply to us to join the medical register, you’ll need to have passed your degree, including a pass in the MLA, in order to meet our requirements.
As you approach your final exams, your medical school will let you know about the practical arrangements for taking the MLA.
[bookmark: _Hlk84250177]In the meantime, you can find out more about the MLA at the GMC website: gmc-uk.org/mla 

The GMC is a charity registered in England and Wales (1089278) and Scotland (SC037750).
You are welcome to contact us in Welsh. We will respond in Welsh, without this causing additional delay.
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