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Challenging behaviour is communication transcript
Stevie Newman, Senior Speech and Language Therapist: 
I deal with people with learning disabilities every day and my job is to look at the communication.
I tend to work with people who don't have any communication at all so what we call pre-verbal or non-verbal communicators.
But it's widely accepted in my field of practice that everybody does have some means of communication, even if it's somebody who has what we call challenging behaviour.
Someone who can't say I'm in pain may behave very badly, may challenge and they may be throwing things, they may be crying, they may be screaming, but that in itself is a way of communicating and that's something that I look at when I'm assessing a client who isn't able to speak.
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